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concerning European statistics on tourism

. At Eurostat’'s request, the CMFB Chairman, with thesistance of the CMFB
Executive Body, asked the CMFB Members on 22 Deezn#®09 to state their
opinion by 21 January 2010 on a proposal for a Reigm of the European
Parliament and of the Council concerning Europdatistics on tourism. Thirteen
(13) national statistical institutes and eleven)(bational central banks from 17
different EU Member States replied within the speditime. The ECB also provided
its opinion.

. A large number of the replies received welcomedptfoposal for a Regulation of the
European Parliament and of the Council concerninmpjgean statistics on tourism,
especially since tourism is an important sub-coneporof services. Several replies
acknowledged the efforts made to improve the relegaof tourism statistics for
balance of payments compilers, and a number afgibiees underlined the importance
of aligning concepts and definitions between the tomains. In general, it was
suggested that further collaboration between thapiers of tourism statistics and
balance of payments could lead to a better re-idata on both sides.

. The possibility of using other sources to supplem@nreplace surveys, and the
elimination of some less relevant variables weens&s positive steps in the direction
of burden reduction. Some concerns were expresgedadance of payments
compilers because the transmission of quarterlyaghehside data has been suppressed
and because the long deadlines for annual data madyce the relevance and
usefulness of these statistics for balance of paysne

. Several institutions pointed at the need to imprthes coverage of same-day visits.
However, other institutions reminded of the metHodiwal problems and the burden
impact linked to collecting data on same-day visits

It was noted that the proposal only provides faub-set of the information needed
for the compilation of full Tourism Satellite Accots and that this area will need
further attention in order to ensure comparabilfgnally, some (mostly) smaller
countries believed that the required level of detéor national tourism could be
reconsidered. It was also suggested that qualipyprte should be compiled less
frequently, e.g. every 3 years.



6. Accordingly, the CMFB suggests that Eurostat cagsrsidhe specific remarks and
guestions raised.

7. In addition to this opinion, all the original answdrom CMFB Members have been
transmitted to Eurostat and will be kept in theords of the CMFB secretariat.
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